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Mark 4:21-25
Living In the Light
Good Morning Church...

If you have your Bibles with you, please turn to Mark
Chapter 4 as we continue our verse-by-verse study.

We will be in verses 21-25 today, with a message titled,
“Living 1n the Light.”

| read a story... Many years ago, a lighthouse keeper
was responsible for keeping a light burning along a
very dangerous and rocky coastline.

Ships depended on that light to navigate safely through
the perilous waters.

One season, as the economic downturn wreaked havoc
on the neighboring community, the keeper received a
request from a neighbor who needed oil for his lamp.

He was warned: “Please don’t tell anyone. This oil is
meant to keep the ships safe at sea.”

But his brother-in-law ran out of oil, and he told him of
the lighthouse keepers' oll.



Page 2 of 36

He couldn’t keep this kind of secret from his own
family.

Well, of course, slowly but surely, word started to
spread about the lighthouse keeper's generosity.

The keeper could not turn these people away, as they
needed what seemed just like a little oil at a time.

He gave away small portions of the oil entrusted to him
daily.
Eventually, the lighthouse grew dim as he tried to save

what he could, but ultimately the carefully measured oil
ran out before the delivery of the new could come.

The light went dark, and that very night, several ships
crashed into the rocks.

Lives were lost, and an investigation ensued.

When the keeper was asked why the light went out, he
began to explain all the good things he had done with
the oll.

The response was simple, “You were not given the oil
to do all those things. You were given the oil to keep
the light burning.”
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It did not matter what good things he did; if he
neglected the main thing he was put there for.

His stewardship was taken from him, and he could not
be trusted with such a high calling any longer.

Jesus says here in Mark 4 that a lamp is not brought to
be hidden under a basket or bed.

It is to be placed on a stand to receive light.

God has not revealed His truth to us so that we can
conceal it, ignore it, or merely admire it.

He has given us His light so that we might live in it and
let it shine before others.

Jesus will teach that with revelation comes
responsibility.

The question is not whether we have received light, but
what we are doing with the light we have been given.

Read the verses in their entirety with me, and we will
come back through and break them apart.

Light Under a Basket
(Luke 8:16-18)
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4:21 Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put
under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a
lampstand? 22 For there is nothing hidden which will
not be revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but
that i1t should come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to
hear, let him hear."

24 Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear.
With the same measure you use, it will be measured to
you; and to you who hear, more will be given. 25 For
whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken away
from him."

To gain the fullest understanding of what Jesus is
dealing with in our text, we need to back up a bit and
consider what has been said before.

It is possible that in these verses we have a portion of
the Sermon on the Mount, but on the other hand, we
may well suppose that Jesus frequently used the same
metaphors to enforce the truth of His messages.?

L lronside, H. A. (1948). Expository notes on the Gospel of Mark. (p. 68). Loizeaux Brothers.
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Last week, we looked at the Parable of the Soils, which
Jesus spoke about four types of soil, or conditions of a
person’s heart.

The Seed scattered iIs the Word of God on those solls.
First, there was the Seed that fell along the pathway.

That was the hard ground from those compacted dirt
pathways.

This represented the heart of a person who hears the
Word of God, but has no interest in it whatsoever.

They can even sit in our churches, sometimes dragged
by a spouse, or even to challenge the preaching. Some
people love a good fight.

But the hard-hearted person has no intention of hearing
what’s being taught in the message.

The Word bounces off them, and they leave this
Incredible meeting place unchanged, unaffected by the
living God we worship.

The devil uses their pride to snatch any meaningful
message from God’s Word.
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The second Seed fell on the rocky places, and had no
depth to their heart, and so they received what is said,
but life’s pressures caused them to wither out and
fade...

This is the person who is led through life by emotion,
making decisions based on feelings, and they can get
attached to our message of Truth through the emotional
part of their being.

But when things get hard, and trials come, and long
seasons of waiting, they cannot hang around... they
need a change, and they move onto the next thing that
excites their senses.

They will conclude “Christianity 1s good for you, but it
did not work for me.”

The third soil that the Seed encountered was the area
among the weeds and thorns.

When the Seed is sown among the thorns and watered,
the weeds grow with it, ultimately choking out the
seedling's growth potential.

This represented “Life’s worries, riches and
pleasures...”
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This person puts little work into the soil’s preparation,
and their heart remains divided between the things of
God and this world.

With no investment in spiritual disciplines, the flesh
always takes them astray.

The world chokes them out, and the deceitfulness of
riches, and their growth is stunted.

The last soil, which | believe is the majority of you, is
expository-craving churchgoers.

You are unique in Christendom... I hope you
understand that... there are fewer and fewer church-
goers who are coming to Church for the simple
teaching of God’s Word.

It does seem there Is a growing hunger in this
generation for a less entertainment-driven church and
more Biblically centered church.

But, you all are a good soil gathering, those willing to
hear and respond and obey the Word of God.

We come to Christ for salvation, He freely offers us His
Grace and Forgiveness.
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We recognize we are sinners, lost, in a hopeless state
apart from Jesus’s cleansing work on the cross.

When we truly understand our fallen condition and the
magnitude of God’s Grace, and we repent and turn to
Jesus, no longer looking to this world for our answers.

A person’s heart is so changed that they will strive to
grow deeper in faith and walk humbly with their God.

That person will come to church and open their Bibles
In the morning with a heart ready to receive.

They will maintain this teachable spirit within.

Even when the pain of trials and the uncertainties of
this world tear through their life, their roots are deep
enough to stand through it all.

They Psalm 1:3 shall be like a tree Planted by the rivers
of water, that brings for its fruit in season, Whose leaf
also shall not wither; And whatever he does shall
prosper.

And here, as Jesus finished this Parable of the Soils, He
moves into another parable, to further expound on the
Good Soil....
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And it is always good practice to consider the context
of any text before moving ahead.

Jesus now speaking to those from the Good Soil, who
are Born Again, growing from this heart that is ready to
receive God’s Word, He now says in verse 21...

Light Under a Basket
(Luke 8:16-18)

4:21 Also He said to them, "Is a lamp brought to be put
under a basket or under a bed? Is it not to be set on a
lampstand?

If a person sets out to light a lamp, they do it for
Illumination.

It is dark in the room or outside, and they put a light to
that darkness, to rid themselves of it.

You don’t light a light to conceal it; otherwise, you
would keep it unlit.

Think about what Jesus is saying here... that the
message of the Kingdom of Heaven must not be
concealed or hidden, or given in secret.
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It is to be proclaimed far and wide, openly and clearly,
so that those who come in can see the light.

Jesus is telling His followers here not to slow down the
Gospel or Good News, but to proclaim it openly.

A person has the Word of God growing in the Good
Soll of their heart, and it transforms them, making their
lives visible to others and testifying to God's power.

On Friday, my three girls and | were driving to VBS
when a gentleman in a Chevy truck pulled up next to us
at the stoplight on Apple Valley Road.

And he had his windows down, must have had a new
sound system put in, the bass was booming, but |
immediately heard lyrics about a woman’s body, and I
didn’t think 1t was right for my daughters to hear it...

So, | rolled down my window to maybe have a little
chat with homie...

But Daisy, in the back, said, “Man, that music is ugly,”
and she must have concluded | was rolling my window

down for her plan, “Yes, Dad, let’s blast some Christian

music to overpower that ugly music....”
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Her plan was better than mine because, as | thought
about the different scenarios that could play out, some
of them did not end so well.

So I turned up the Christian song we had on the radio...

It was Jeremy Camp singing, “We Give You Glory,
Lifting up our hands and singing holy...”

Well, he never made eye contact with us, but we made
sure our Jesus Music was heard over that dark,
perverted stuff.

We drove off, and | told them about our text today, how
we need to let the light shine over the darkness.

We are not to be ashamed of our message... and our
lives can be a visible testimony of the power of the
Living God.

As this becomes visible in us, God will use it to further
His kingdom, and in effect, He shines His light through
us into the darkness of this world with our lives.

Over in Matthew’s Gospel, from the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus gives another teaching on this...

Matt 5:13-16 "You are the salt of the earth; but if the
salt loses its flavor, how shall i1t be seasoned? It is then
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good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled
underfoot by men. 14 "You are the light of the world. A
city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor do
they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a
lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.
16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see
your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.

These four verses are pretty remarkable to consider.
Jesus speaks to our function as believers in this world.

To summarize them, Jesus Is telling those of us who are
true believers in Jesus Christ to have an influence for
Him in this world.

The person who is led to live according to His Word is
going to function in this decaying and dark world as salt
and light.

Christian character, whether conscious or unconscious,
Impacts the people around us.

The Sixteenth-century poet John Donne famously
wrote:
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“No man is an island, Entire of itself, Every man is a
piece of the continent, A part of the main.”?

Your actions in this world touch many people’s lives;
how you live matters in connection with this world.

Jesus shows us we are to have an influence on this
world for God and for the Good laid out in His Word.

Bringing this idea into the home... Parents,
Grandparents, husbands, and wives, what we are doing
In our families matters immensely.

Are we having that eternal impact?

It does not have to be a daily devotion with your family
that sets them on the right course; those are good, but it
IS much broader than that.

Look for opportunities to bring Jesus into everyday
life...

Or they will do what many churchgoers do today...
they live for Jesus here... do the church thing... but
they have different compartments in their lives...

2 https://m.media-amazon.com/images/1/8163r82PehL. AC SL1400 .jpg



https://m.media-amazon.com/images/I/8163r82PehL._AC_SL1400_.jpg

Page 14 of 36

They have the church part, the work part, the social
part...

Today, the church part 1s checked off... tonight, maybe
a social checkmark at the bar...

Then tomorrow work, and we think the work thing is
our thing... “God, we will catch you at the dinner
prayer.”

But His light is to shine through every aspect of our
lives, on the soccer field, in the store, at work, and at
our social gatherings.

Teach your kids that God Is not just present during
devotional or prayer times.

Last Thursday, | bought ten tickets for our family to see
Spider-Man... We brought Grandma and two friends
because Mom was sick.

And we are getting our popcorn. | like to get a tin for
the movies we see, and | noticed there were no popcorn
tins for Spider-Man.

[ inquired, and the guy said, “Well, sir, it comes out
next month.”
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| bought early tickets for a Thursday showing next
month.

| saw the kids with snacks in hand, slushies already
poured...

So, we were seeing a movie... I ran to the ticket booth,
and the only thing we could see at that time was
Supergirl.

It did not look interesting, but the kids were there to
watch a movie...

I tried to play 1t up... we are still seeing a superhero
movie.

Well, there was a little bit of cussing, and Supergirl was
pub crawling to each planet like a college girl.

| tried to find the message of good against evil.
And we got through it...

| was sitting outside that night under the stars when
Daisy came out... I said, “Did you like seeing the girl
power 1n that movie?”

She said, “Dad, there was cussing in that movie.”

I asked her, “How does 1t make you feel to hear 1t?”
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She said, “Dad, when people do bad things or ugly
things, 1t makes me feel icky inside.”

I asked her 1f she knew why... She said, “No.”

I told her, “Last year, at this time, you prayed for Jesus
to forgive you of your sins, and you asked Him to come
into your life.”

“Then you told the whole world that you are His, when
you identified with Him in baptism last year.”

| explained to her that the Holy Spirit now indwells her,
and when the ugliness of this world buffets us, we feel
It.

I asked, “How do you feel when you tell a lie, or you do
something you shouldn’t?”

She said, “Ugly inside...”

I told her that 1t 1s the Holy Spirit’s guiding influence in
her life as a child of God.

We were passing a soccer ball back and forth...

Parents, here is a little hack | have found with my boys:
keep something, a little ball, football, anything you can
toss back and forth with your kids...
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Some of my best talks with my children were just us
connecting through tossing something back and forth,
kicking a ball to one another... It puts you face-to-face,
and their little hearts open up.

With Freedom, | find whatever object | can; sometimes,
we throw a little plastic Gl Joe back and forth.

But our greatest light needs to burn first in our homes,
with our own family.

You may not see it Immediately, but if you choose to
shine brightly and genuinely in your home, the fruit will
show up in your children's lives in the future.

| know some of you are in the season of sleepless
nights, diapers, and it feels like you are dying.

| remember Jess and | having 3 in diapers at once, and
we never felt like that season would end, that we were
stuck forever in poopy diapers.

Now, the baby is five, and it is breezing past us so
fast... and Sofia changed the diapers of the last two
babies, so we cannot complain too much.

But seasons go fast, look for every opportunity you can
to make everything into a lesson about their spiritual
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life so that they can see Jesus everywhere, in your Kids,
or grandkids... or your neighbors' kids...

Teaching them the Word through experience is what
Paul told Timothy was one of the greatest blessings of
his own upbringing.

2 Timothy 3:14-15 But you must continue in the things
which you have learned and been assured of, knowing
from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from
childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which
can make you wise for salvation through faith which is
In Christ Jesus.

He learned from the Word of God and from the
example of his mother and grandmother.

This 1s an important point... really for all of us to
hear... People are watching us... they will know
whether the light in us is real.

I read this article that recorded Woodrow Wilson’s
encounter at a barber shop:

“I was sitting in a barber chair when I became aware
that a powerful personality had entered the room. A
man had come quietly in upon the same errand as
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myself to have his hair cut and sat in the chair next to
me. Every word the man uttered showed a personal
Interest in the man who was cutting his hair. And before
| got through with what was being done to me | was
aware | had attended an evangelistic service, because
Mr. D. L. Moody was in that chair. | purposely lingered
In the room after he had left and noted the singular
affect that his visit had brought upon the barber shop.
They talked in undertones. They did not know his name,
but they knew something had elevated their thoughts,
and | felt that | left that place as | should have left a
place of worship. ™

This is the kind of impact you can have on those around
you... The Light can shine so brightly that God 1s
glorified.

It is worth considering what Jesus prayed for His
followers 1n John...

John 17:15-19 | do not pray that You should take them
out of the world, but that You should keep them from
the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, just as | am
not of the world. 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your

3 https://www.marionstar.com/story/life/2024/05/02/the-light-of-jesus-shines-through-us-pastor-column-rev-j-patrick-street-woodrow-
wilson/73466386007/
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word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world, I also
have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes |
sanctify Myself, that they also may be sanctified by the
truth.

We are strategically placed in this world, in the place
we live and work, to connect this lost world with the
Love of God and the truth of His Message.

We are 1n this world, but not of this world....

He calls us to be lights, to allow His Light to shine
through us...

The purpose of letting His light shine through us is not
to bring glory to ourselves, but to our Father in heaven.

Bring glory to Him in your work ethic, in the way you
carry yourself in the public sphere.

When we live this way, people are attracted to God
rather than to us.

Our human heart craves attention, and all eyes on us,
and the light we shine must be for the glory of God.

| saw a video of a very clever nun who talked about
when she used to work as a walitress.
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And her co-workers would use our Lord’s Name in
vain.

She said she never condemned, rebuked, or judged
them; they were outside the faith and did not know
better.

But every time someone would say, Jesus Christ’s
Name 1n a slanderous way... she would reply, “Oh, I
know Him, and I love Him too0.”

She would smile... and carry on...

Over time, she said, they would mock her, then after a
while, they would see that she meant it...

“Oh, I know Him, and I love Him too.”

One day, one of her co-workers came in a fuss,
shouting her Savior's name in anger over and over
again, and she went straight into the bathroom shouting
it...

The nun said, she shouted back across the restaurant, I
Love Him.”
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Over time, she said the demeanor of that place changed,

and people over time stopped using her Savior’'s name
as a curse word.

And eventually, her co-workers wanted to know more
about this Jesus she was so in love with.

The light shone through her, affecting her entire
workplace.

This is the kind of Light God wants people to shine in
this world. ..

Look at the next two verses here, starting in verse 22...

22 For there is nothing hidden which will not be
revealed, nor has anything been kept secret but that it
should come to light. 23 If anyone has ears to hear, let
him hear."

Verse 22 starts with the Greek conjunction word.
NT:1063_ydp gar (gar); a primary particle;
properly, assigning a reason (used in
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argument, explanation, or intensification;
often with other particles):*

It is used to express cause, inference, continuation, or to
explain the previous phrase.

Jesus is telling us not to hide what He has entrusted to
us, namely His Word and message of hope.

We do this because everything is supposed to be
revealed about the Truth.

Now Is the time for us to preach the Gospel and bring
salvation to all of humanity.

Remember, last week, in our verses, Jesus told the
disciples they had been given the secrets of the
Kingdom.

Today, we are stewards of these mysteries.
The Apostle Paul states,

1 Cor. 4:1-2 Let a man so consider us, as servants of
Christ and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2

4 (Biblesoft's New Exhaustive Strong's Numbers and Concordance with Expanded Greek-Hebrew Dictionary. Copyright © 1994, 2003, 2006 Biblesoft,
Inc. and International Bible Translators, Inc.)
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Moreover it IS required in stewards that one be found
faithful.

The mystery was previously unknown; it is now
revealed and open, and we must, as good stewards,
declare it openly.

Jesus says of Himself, John 8:12, “I am the light of the
world. He who follows Me shall not walk in darkness,
but have the light of life.

Those who have His Light must now emulate it in our
Christian living.

There is this article from 1974 in Christianity Today
that published a testimony by a Soviet prisoner,
“Koslov.”

This man had been thrown in the gulag for criminal
activity. He writes... "While prisoners like myself were
cursing ourselves, the camp, the authorities - while we
opened up our veins, or stomachs, or hanged ourselves -
the Christians (with sentences of 25 years) didn’t
despair. One could see Christ reflected in their faces.
Their pure, upright life, deep faith and devotion to God,
their gentleness and wonderful manliness became a
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shining example of real life for thousands.” Kozlov,
too, became a Christian and a leader among Russian
believers.®

Think about the depths of what is recorded there.
How does a person get to this place?

Think of the things that bring you down in our
culture... I am willing to bet you are a lot like me. |
think the whole world is falling apart if I am not getting
my way.

Someone cuts me off in traffic, “Oh, this cursed world,

how long can I bear with you?”

A 25-year prison sentence for Christ, and they
maintained their witness.

We, In the United States, should above all others be
Christians who keep the lights on for those around us...

Paul wrote this:

1 Thess. 5:4-7 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so
that this Day should overtake you as a thief. 5 You are
all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the
night nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as

5 https://www.christianitytoday.com/pastors/preaching/sermon-illustrations/witnessing-in-soviet-prison/
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others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For those
who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are
drunk at night.

We are not in darkness, which represents ignorance
about these warnings of His return.

We are not ignorant about where History is headed.

We have been given the knowledge of the outcome of it
all.

We know Jesus 1s coming for His Church... and this 1s
not a moment for complacency but urgency.

We are children of the light... Is your lifestyle
reflecting this?

Those who live like the night in darkness miss the
Importance of our light shining.

Do you notice things get pretty bad at night, under the
cover of darkness, evil lurks.

Carousing, drunkenness, the endless party, and spiritual
slumber dull us to the alertness we were called to live in
before the world, and to influencing the world for good.
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Paul makes it clear, 1 Thessalonians 5:8 But let us who
are of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of
faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.

Paul says, don’t be intoxicated by this world; be sober.
Think about this statement for a moment.

To be under the influence means we are inhibited by
what we are taking into our lives.

Be sober, not just from drugs and alcohol, but worldly
Influence or emotional influence over the decisions of
our lives.

We are to be spiritually minded.

Romans 8:5-6 For those who live according to the flesh
set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who
live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit. 6
For to be carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually
minded is life and peace.

In verse 23, Jesus says, “He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”

And we will end with these two verses, verses 24-25...

24 Then He said to them, "Take heed what you hear.
With the same measure you use, it will be measured to
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you; and to you who hear, more will be given. 25 For
whoever has, to him more will be given; but whoever
does not have, even what he has will be taken away
from him."

We are to listen up, hear what the Spirit is teaching us.
Then Jesus says, “Take heed to what He is showing

29

you.

Why do we need to pay so much attention to what we
are hearing and doing?

| believe it is because the danger of self-deception is
great In the human heart.

Our hearts can take on that pharisaic mindset, of not
being good for you, but for me, it is okay.

The Pharisees thought they knew better than everyone
else.

Jesus warned, “Take heed how you hear.”

We are to James 1:22 ... be doers of the word, and not
hearers only, deceiving ourselves.”

This Is a pretty heavy reality considering what Jesus
already said...



Page 29 of 36

Mark 4:25 "For whoever has, to him more will be
given, but whoever does not have, even what he has
will be taken away from him."

Those who are nominal Christians, only by name, not
by lifestyle, who never obeyed and put into practice the
teachings of our God, could be in danger of hearing, “I
never knew you.”

The person who Is careful to both hear and do will be
given much more...

This 1s growth and maturity... Whatever you are going
through today, learning and applying is what is
preparing you for God’s plan and purposes tomorrow.

When you are in the Word, listening to its teaching,
prayerfully consider how it applies to you.

First, do a self-assessment, then you can elbow the
person next to you.

Jesus has called us to be confident that we are hearing
the Word of God.

The one who hears but does not listen to or apply it will
have it taken away.
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The opportunity to obey may be before you, but if you
don’t take 1t, you may never get that chance again.

Listen Church, our lives will be illuminated and used
for His Kingdom purposes, filled with light and life.

When we were In Israel, we went to two lakes that the
Jordan River flowed into.

The Sea of Galilee was full of fishing boats, life, and
movement.

The other lake was the Dead Sea.

Everything you need to know about it in the name... It
IS dead; no life exists In it.

It is a stagnant body of water, and because there is no
outlet, salt has built up init.

Both lakes have the same water source flowing into
them, but what keeps the other alive is that the water
flows out as well.

Spiritual death comes to a stagnant life... There needs
to be a healthy current coming in, and a steady stream
going out.
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We come alive In our Christian walk when we light up
this world with God’s Truth.

Think about the last time you got to lead someone to
the Lord.

There is nothing more thrilling than watching a life
changed from that moment.

A few months back, there was a hard gentleman here,
who had just done some time, tattoos all over his
body...

He heard me teach on the Supremacy of Christ... The
message that morning gripped his heart...

He brought me into my office immediately after
service, and told me how he had worshipped the gods
of war, Ares, Pallos, and others...

He said, “If Christ Is above them all, | want Him as my
Lord and Savior.”

| taught that Christ had supremacy, and the man who
was a Supremist in prison, joined a much bigger gang
that day...

He repented of sins, renounced his former gods, and
turned to Christ his King.
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Now, sometimes you wonder, did it take? Was that
encounter real? Did Christ come into that man’s life?

He left the church that day, and | did not see him again
for a while.

| got a call from him not too long ago. God has been

doing some amazing things in his life... opened doors

for employment, and he told me he moved up north
after he asked Christ into his heart, until he and his
girlfriend could get right before the Lord.

He told me he found a Church, and he is still all 1n...

He found out we are having a baptism today, so he
made the journey down... and he will get baptized...

| found out yesterday that he and his girlfriend got
married in Vegas, and before they get baptized, | will
do their vows under the tree out there.

But every time | see Jesus change a life, | think to
myself, there is nothing better, no great feeling, no
greater peak in this existence than praying that prayer
with someone, and watching the Holy Spirit indwell
them, and change them in a way no program or method
or man ever could.
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This 1s what we live for... some churchgoers are
missing out, because they are chasing the carrot of this
world, that Satan holds out in front of them, thinking
they will find their fulfiliment.

How many of you workers here this week for VBS
were so exhausted by Friday? Oh man, what labor and
Intense energy went into that event.

But none of it mattered when Pastor Jake gave that altar
call, and all our children ran up there to give their lives
to Jesus!

Picture #1

I don’t know if he does it on purpose, but he did 1t last
year. | love that he gets down with them on their level
and leads them to Christ.

It makes the months and months of preparation, the
blitz week of activity, all worth... I mean, I got tired
watching you all!

But those of you who labor in that Children’s Ministry
every week, and you know this, you will get exhausted,
maybe think about stepping down, then you pray with a
little one to receive Christ...
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And you know, this is why I am here on earth... this is
what [ am supposed to be doing...

If you ever led a family member to the Lord, a co-

worker, a stranger in the store... You know what | am
talking about; there is no higher plane to walk on than
to see someone receive eternal life and be born again.

If you have never done this as a Christian, you see this
morning, you are to let your light shine, church...

And you are.... But learn that this is your greatest duty
in this life... Shine bright...

Remember the light house steward who forgot his
purpose, “You were not given the oil to do all those
things. You were given the oil to keep the light
burning.”

It did not matter what good things he did; if he
neglected the main thing he was put there for.

If you neglect what has been entrusted to you, it will be
removed from you altogether.
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Our brother Curtis, who was homeless when | arrived at
this Church, used to come in and pray with the staff

every day...

His prayer was the same every morning, “Lord, thank
you that this Church is a Bright Light in this community
and to the World.”

You all are bringing hope to a lost world... this is
mission number one... be faithful stewards of this
calling, because faithfulness yields an increase. ..

Be encouraged this morning, enjoy the baptism,
because everyone who goes out there today is doing so
because of the light you all shine in this community.

God 1s moving through you all... We are in tough
ground... tilling away each week...

We are 1n a dark area... but that light 1s so visible in the
darkness.

| love being a part of it all with you...
Let’s pray...
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If you want to join the bigger gang today... give your
life to Jesus... repent of your sins... it 1s a great day to
do it...

You can go straight to the baptismal after the third
service...

Then enjoy some tacos to celebrate.



