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Luke 1:26-38
“The God of Impossible”

[Intro]

Luke 1:26 NKJV
(26) Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth,

Gabriel was “sent by God”.
Chronologically speaking, this is the first time that Nazareth is mentioned in scripture. If you were to look to the Old Testament, the Jewish historian Josephus, or even the Apocrypha, you’ll see no mention of this place at all. 
Nazareth had nothing special about it. Up until this point, nobody of note had ever come from there. In fact, Nazareth had a bad reputation with the Jews. 

John 1:46a NKJV
(46a) And Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

Think of an area that nothing good could come from. For me, it’s the intersection of 7th and D. 
Nazareth was a city where nothing good happened, and it still holds that reputation today.
I’ve heard Pastor Gary share this with you all, but if you go to Israel someday, chances are your guide will avoid this city. 
Pastor Gary and the team are there right now, and I guarantee you that they’re not visiting Nazareth. 
And so it’s this small, forgotten, troublesome town that God had chosen to send His angel. 

Luke 1:27 NKJV
(27) to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary.

Marriages were done by arrangement in these days. 
Often arranged by parents who were friends with each other while their children were very young. 
I have a daughter…It wouldn’t be such a bad thing to make this decision for her. 
[Carter…]
Arranged marriages were a normal thing at this time. 
The year leading up to the marriage ceremony was called the “betrothal period”. During this time, the couple lived as though they were married in terms of complete commitment and faithfulness without living together. This was much more than a casual promise. In fact, if a couple were to decide to break it off during this period, they actually had to go through the process to get divorced to do so. If during this period, the groom to be were to die, the woman would be considered a widow. That’s how serious this espousal period was. 
Mary and Joseph were in this period when Gabriel came to deliver a message. 

Luke 1:28-30 NKJV
(28) And having come in, the angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you among women! (29) But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and considered what manner of greeting this was. (30) Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God.



Gabriel reveals three truths to Mary:
She was highly favored.
God was with her.
She was blessed. 
What a great bit of news to receive from the Lord right? To be told that you’re highly favored by Him. To have the assurance that He’s with you? To know that He has blessed you?

Now of course, Mary here is the one receiving this news, but did you know that these same things are true for you and I as believers?

We are highly favored because God has shown us grace!

Ephesians 2:8a NKJV
(8) For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

If you’re a believer tonight, then know this - you have found favor in the eyes of the God of the universe! 
You have been saved not because you’ve earned it. Not because you deserve it, but because God favors you!
Consider Mary - a woman of no reputation at all who lived in a town that most of the Jews didn’t even like. We don’t read that she came from any notable family, held any important position, or had any kind of wealth. 
If man’s redemption was up to the wisdom of the world, she would have quickly been looked over so that someone more qualified could be selected. 
But that’s not how our God works. Regarding His plans, He selects the time, method, and the vessel. 
I don’t know about you, but I am so glad that God doesn’t look at my life to examine my “worthiness” in order for me to be used by Him. He doesn’t look for my qualifications and credentials. He knows them (or I should say the lack thereof).
The truth is on my own merit, I have no right to be behind this pulpit - let alone be called His child. 
If you’re listening to me right now and you’re thinking “Man, this guy’s a fool!”, I’m not going to fight you on that!



1 Corinthians 1:27 NKJV
(27) But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the things which are mighty;

I am a fool. I am weak, but God for some reason has called me to serve Him. 
The same thing is true for you. 
I don’t know why God favors me, but He does, that mere fact sustains me as I navigate through this life. 

I wonder how many of you came in tonight struggling with the feeling that you don’t belong anywhere or to anyone. That’s a real struggle that people have. It’s how we’re wired. Everyone wants to belong somewhere. Maybe you don’t have any friends or family nearby. Your support network is gone, and you’re going through life alone. 
May you be ministered to by the word tonight. You are highly favored by the one true living God who bought your redemption at the greatest price. 

What’s more, like Mary, You have the blessed hope in knowing that your God is with you. 

Matthew 28:19-20 NKJV
(19) “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) “teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age.”Amen.

Our God is consistently present in our lives. 
Think about how impossible the Great Commission that I just read would be if He wasn’t with us. 
[Story - Ezra and the Flower Bed]

The same is true about our relationship with the Lord. 
If we merely know that He is with us, it changes things!
All throughout my life, the Lord has led me to do things that were either uncomfortable or outright outside of my abilities. (Standing in front of you fine people and preaching is one of them).
But just like Ezra, I’ve come to the knowledge that if my Father is with me, I can do anything He leads me to do. 

Finally, like Mary, we can rest in the fact that our God will pour out His blessings upon us. 

Ephesians 1:3 NKJV
(3) Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

God’s resources are always available to us.
In fact, every spiritual blessings that heaven has to offer is already ours. These blessings are:
We’re chosen by God
We’re adopted into His family
We’re redeemed through Christ’s work on the cross
We’re forgiven for all our trespasses
We’re sealed with His Holy Spirit
We’re guaranteed to spend an eternity with Him
What more could we ask of Him?
The treasures of Heaven have already been poured out upon your life. 

[Vitaliy’s Greeting]
I think we can adopt that saying right?

There’s no doubt that Mary was overwhelmed hearing this news about God’s thoughts toward her. And now’s she’s about to hear God’s ultimate plan for her salvation unfold before her. 

Luke 1:31 NKJV
(31) “And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name Jesus.

I love how when concerning Jesus - the savior of the world and the key to our redemption and salvation, everything we need to know is written in plain language. 
Still, there are groups and teachers out there that would claim that Jesus was not actually born of a virgin, but instead was the natural son of Mary and Joseph. 
This verse speaks of Christ being born of a virgin’s womb. This is not symbolic - it’s literal, and it’s the fulfillment of the prophecy we read in:

Isaiah 7:14 NKJV
(14) “Therefore the Lord Himself will give you a sign: Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.

“Immanuel” means “God with us”!
Again, this name and title is a further reminder that our God was willing to step down to this earth to ensure that you and I would have an avenue to forever have fellowship with Him.

Luke 1:32-33 NKJV
(32) “He will be great, and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. (33) “And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no end.”

There is so much that we learn about our Savior in just these two verses. 
First - He will be great. 
On your own time, google “the most significant” person in history. You might be surprised to find that some of the most secular news sources will admit that this person is Jesus. Of course, you’ll find a few who will try to justify anybody else but Him, but looking at history, nobody has influenced this world more than Jesus. Nobody even comes remotely close.
Second - He will be the Son of God and yet, He will inherit the throne of His father, David. How can this be possible if His Father is God?
Well as we’ll read in just a few verses, Jesus was conceived through the Holy Spirit making Him the Son of God, but both Mary and Joseph had ties to King David which gave Him both a biological and legal connection to David. 
We can find the connection to David through Mary in Luke chapter 3 starting in Verse 23. I encourage you to read it on your own time. You’ll see that it goes all the way back to Adam. Make note, that you will not see Mary’s name as genealogies were recorded using the male heads of the household. Instead, you’ll see “Joseph, the son of Heli” who was Mary’s father. But through this genealogy, you can trace Jesus, to David, through one of his sons, Nathan and then all the way to Adam.  

Jesus being born of this bloodline stands as a fulfillment to the promise that God gave to David roughly 1,000 years prior.

2 Samuel 7:12-16 NKJV
(12) “When your days are fulfilled and you rest with your fathers, I will set up your seed after you, who will come from your body, and I will establish his kingdom. (13) “He shall build a house for My name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. (14) “I will be his Father, and he shall be My son. If he commits iniquity, I will chasten him with the rod of men and with the blows of the sons of men. (15) “But My mercy shall not depart from him, as I took it from Saul, whom I removed from before you. (16) “And your house and your kingdom shall be established forever before you. Your throne shall be established forever.” ’ ”

We can also find the connection to David through Joseph in the beginning of the Gospel of Matthew. This genealogy goes through the line of Jeconiah. You might remember that he was the last king who sat on the throne through Solomon’s bloodline. 
In fact this bloodline was judged according to the account we have from the prophet Jeremiah.

Jeremiah 22:30 NKJV
(30) Thus says the LORD: ‘Write this man down as childless, A man who shall not prosper in his days; For none of his descendants shall prosper, Sitting on the throne of David, And ruling anymore in Judah.’ ”

So while this bloodline was judged heavily and cursed to never sit upon the throne of Judah again, it would give Jesus a legal right to the throne as both of His earthly parents would have a tie to King David. 

In short, Jesus would have a right to David’s throne:
Biologically, as the Son of David through Mary
Legally, as the heir to the throne through Joseph
Divinely, through His conception through the Holy Spirit which allowed Him to avoid Jeconiah’s bloodline and curse

We cannot simply ignore how perfectly our God worked all of these things together!
And so, the last promise that we read about the coming Savior is the most exciting in my opinion - that His kingdom will not have an end!
If you’ve been watching the news recently, you’ve probably noticed that there are plenty of powers and governments that are either rising to power or losing it altogether. Even more recently, it seems like we are watching this process take place faster and faster. 
We know that when Jesus comes to rule and reign, it will be forever. 

Daniel 7:14 NKJV
(14) Then to Him was given dominion and glory and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which shall not be destroyed.

Regarding Jesus’ rule:
There will be no end
There will be no interruption
There will be no successor
Now imagine being Mary and hearing all of this. That would blow my mind. I think her response here is to be expected (all things considered). 

Luke 1:34 NKJV
(34) Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”

Again, I believe this is a fair question. 
I mean what the angel just told her was physically impossible because she was a virgin. 
I don’t believe that this is necessarily a lack of faith here on Mary’s part. “Ok, I’m hearing you, but how???”

Don’t we respond to the Lord this way sometimes?
He calls to do something we’ve never done before and we’re trying to run logistics for Him. We’re crunching the numbers in case He missed something. 
I talked to quite a few of you this past Sunday and got to hear how the Lord has been stirring you up to serve in Children’s Ministry. 
It appears that He is doing something awesome through this ministry, and we have the opportunity to join Him. 
Some of you shared that you’ve never served in this way before. Again, that’s a fair observation of the situation, but know this: If He’s called you, He will equip you. 

Proverbs 3:5-6 NKJV
(5) Trust in the LORD with all your heart, And lean not on your own understanding; (6) In all your ways acknowledge Him, And He shall direct your paths.

Luckily for us, we don’t need to have a complete understanding of what He’s doing. At least for me, He will not usually give me the entire plan - only the next step. 
All that’s required from us is to trust that He will do whatever He said He’s going to do. 

In Mary’s case, she gets to know the “how” in God’s plan. I believe that this was for our benefit as believers that we might have a better understanding of the Divine nature of Christ. 


Luke 1:35 NKJV
(35) And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God.

Gabriel explains exactly how this plan would play out. 
The power of the Highest would “overshadow” her when the Holy Spirit came upon her. This word “overshadow” means “to come over with a cloud”. This is the same idea as the cloud of Shekinah glory that we find in:

Exodus 16:10 NKJV
(10) Now it came to pass, as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the children of Israel, that they looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in the cloud.

We also see it in the cloud of transfiguration in the Gospels. 
My favorite being:

Matthew 17:5 NKJV
(5) While He was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

This “overshadowing” is a visible display of God’s glory and power. 
In other words, Mary would know when this miracle would take place. 
I don’t believe Mary simply feel a breeze one day and think “Was that it? Am I pregnant?”
No… She would know. There would be no doubt. 

And to further quell her possible doubts, Gabriel would share some more news with her in the next few verses:

Luke 1:36-37 NKJV
(36) “Now indeed, Elizabeth your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for her who was called barren. (37) “For with God nothing will be impossible.”
The same God who made a way for Mary to be used to give birth to her own Savior allowed for her barren relative to become pregnant as well. 
Our God eats impossible for lunch. 
In fact, Verse 37 better translates to “for no word of God shall be powerless”. 
What He speaks, He does. 
Now, while God is completely faithful to see His word through every time, there is still a choice on our part in how we respond to Him. 
I love Mary’s response here in our last verse:

Luke 1:38 NKJV
(38) Then Mary said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.

What is the thing in your life that is seemingly impossible?
As we said earlier, is He calling you out to do something that is foreign and unknown? Maybe it’s getting involved in serving in a ministry? Maybe it’s our coming Mission Trip to Ukraine? Perhaps He’s calling you to these things and laying them heavy on your heart, and you’re response is “How, Lord?”. Or “I could never do X, Y, and Z”. 
As I grow and mature, I’ve learned to leave the absolutes out of my vocabulary. 
Just let Him worry about them - the “nevers” and the “impossibles”. 
If He’s spoken it, He will see it through. 
Maybe you have some “impossibles” in your life that I haven’t mentioned. 
As always, there’s going to be a prayer team up here during this last song. Make your way down here and get prayer. My encouragement to you is to respond to the Lord in the same way that Mary did in our text - “Let it be to me according to Your word”. 
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